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Gull  llarch,  1946, 


To  the  Chairnan  and.  llenhers  of  the 
T'orkington  Port  Health  Comittee . 


.  Cnairraan  and.  G-G.ntlemen, 

I  present  Iierov/ith  ry  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1945,  which  has  been  prepared,  in  accordance  v/ith  Cii  cular 
1937  of  the  llinistr:/  of  IIealt]i,  dated  11th  January,  1940. 
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2  •  Wate ^SjiRp^l _ 

Details  of  this  service  have  been  previously  des- 
cribed.  There  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  fresh  x^ater  to  meet 
all  requiii'one.T^ts ,  The  supplj?'  vjas  chenically  and  bacterio- 
logically  exaiuined  during  the  3rear  and  found  satisfactory. 

Tlie  existing  approved  arranpenents  have  continued 
to  v/ork  s.raoothl3r, 

Durintp  the  3rear  two  vessels  reported  suspected 
infectious  diseases  dua’lirp  the  vo3.’-a3jos.  The  Master  of  a 
Rorv/egian  vessel  reported  a  fireiian  sick^  The  nan  x’/as 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  as  sus:pscted  Diphtheria, 
but  fortunately  the  diagnosis  x/as  not  confirned.  The  other 
report  xvas  from  a  Swedish  vessel  from  Algiers.  Prior  to  this 
vessel  arriving  telephone  comunications  xvere  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Ministry  of  h‘ar  Transport  intimating 
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the  Cliainian  and  llenhers  of  the 
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ivir .  Chairraan  and  G-entlenien, 

I  present  Iierev/ith  ny  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1945,  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Cii cular 
1937  of  the  llinistr:/  of  Ilealt]!,  dated  11th  January,  1940. 
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2  •  Water  _SujRp_l j_. ^ 


Details  of  this  service  have  been  previously  des- 
crihed.  There  is  a  plentiful  supioly  of  fresh  w^atex*  to  meet 
all  requi?:'emerts ,  Tjie  suppl3^  r/as  cheraicallA;"  and  hacterio- 
logically  exaixined  during  the  3^ear  and  found  satisfactory. 

PpXt  Begiilations ,  1953._ 

Tne  existing  approved  arrangements  have  continued 
to  v/ork  smoothly. 


Durin.g  the  3rear  tv.'o  vessels  reported  suspected 
infectious  diseases  duiring  the  vo^.^agos.  The  Master  of  a 
Norwegian  vessel  reported  a  fireman  sick„  The  nan  v/as 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  as  suspected  Diphtheria, 
but  fortunately  the  diagnosis  'v/as  not  confirmed.  The  other 
report  was  from  a  Swedish  vessel  from  Algiers.  Prior  to  this 
vessel  arriving  telephone  communications  were  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Ministry  of  V/ar  Transport  intimating 
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vessel  at  Q-ilr altar  and. 


that  t'.'O  LxGii  had  been  tahen  off  the 
had  died  in  hospital  nith  suspected  iVphus  Fever.  In  conso" 
'.jucnce  of  the  seriousness  of  this  infectious  disease  coupled 
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Hith  the  lack  of  full  inf ornat ion,  I  made  provisional  arrann 
.liients  for  the  strictest  precautionary  rieasures  to  bo  adopted. 

'ihe  vessel  was  boarded  off  the  Port  and  a  careful  ozar-iinat ion 
nado  of  ail  cre^v/,  beddinp,  etc.  The  no:.:t  day  the  vessel  wat^ 
allowed  to  dock  in  a  special  berth,  and  following  a  further 
satisfactory  exaiiination  of  the  ers’v  I  had  them  moved  ashore 
for  twenty'-four  hours  whilst  the  vdiole  vessel  was  fumigated 
'.imth  a  strong  concentration  of  hydrocyanic  acid  gas.  During 
this  vessel hs  stay  in  Port  the  cre^n  r/ere  kept  under  close 
supervision,  but  nothing  further  occurred >  A  brief  hist 013^  of 
the  whole  occurrence  is  v/orth  recording.  l/f<ilst  this  SvTedish 
vessel  \tas  loading  iron  ore  at  Algiers  the  Master  v/as  requested 
by  the  Sv/edish  Consul  to  take  tv/o  Siredes  (aged  22  years  and 
33  years)  from  the  Local  jail  to  Dngland  for  ultimate  passage 
to  Sweden.  The  Master  visited  the  jail  and  found  the  tr/o  men 
confined  in  a  room  approniraatol^^  twelve  feet  b^^  fifteen  feet, 
stone  floor,  no  furnishings,  \/ith  about  thirt37-~f ive  other  men 
of  all  nationalities,  including  Arabs.  Tlio  men  were  unshaven, 
in  rags,  and  in  an  emaciated  condition.  The  Master  was  re¬ 
luctant  to  take  the  men,  but  they  joined  the  vessel  on  the  da^/ 
it  sailed,  and  he  understood  th03^  had  been  de-loused  before 
leaving  the  jail.  The  men  v/ere  housed  in  the  after-crew’s 
acGomirodat ion  along  \/ith  tv/elve  other  men.  One  slept  on  a  form 
in  the  mess  room  and  the  other  was  allotted  the  onl^"  spare  bunk. 
After  two  da3rg  at  sea  the  men.  complained  of  sickness,  but  the 
Captain  v/as  of  the  opinion  that  theg'  had  overeaten  as  they  had 
spent  most  of  their  time  in  the  galle^'-  eating  ravenousl3^.  Both 
men  viqts  seriously  ill  when  the  vessel  was  off  Gibraltar  and  a 
doctor  v/as  3u:^.moned  aboard  and  ordered  their  removal  to  Hospital 
nnd  the  vessel  sailed  the  same  day  direct  for  T/orkingtoii, 
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On  tv/ent2.’--onG  other  vesselc,  cases  of  sichness  i/ert; 
reported  hut  upon  examination  all  proved  of  a  non- infectious 
.  ijacter,  hut  in  eleven  instances  it  was  necessary  for  the 
eati.ents  to  he  removed  to  Hospital  for  treatment. 

One  Norweipian  vessel  after  discharcinG  carao  at 
Vh)rhin;'5ton  signed  a  new  crev/  from  the  ITorwegian  Her  chant  llav^^ 


L-ool  at  CTlasgow.  Two  days  later  one  of  the  crew  took  seriously 
111  and  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  suffering  from 
O'evehro-opinal  Fever,  where  he  died  a  few  hours  later. 

Twenty-three  cases  of  Venereal  Diseases  were  reported 
and  free  treatment  v/as  recormiended.  I  am  pleased  to  note  a 
decline  in  the  nuLiher  of  cases  re  jo  or  ted  >  and  this  I  attribute 
to  the  use  of  sulphonamide  drue:s  and  penicillin,  as  the 
majority  of  foreign  going  vessels  have  these  preparations  in 
their  drug  chests. 

Eight  vessels  landod  twenty-seven  passengers  from 
Hediterranean  Ports.  Those  wore  mainly  Government  personnel 
and  were  allowed  to  proceed  to  their  destinations  following 
satisfactory  medical  examinations. 

During  the  year  two  Notices  v/oro  issued  in  pursuance 
of  the  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import)  Regulations. 

-•  Measures  against  Hodents. 

Rats  on  vessels  have  become  more  prevalent  during 
the  War  years,  especially  on  vessels  trading  with  Mediterr¬ 
anean  Ports  for  any  length  of  time,  Strict  vigilance  has  been 
maintained  dujring  the  year  and  all  vessels  are  searched  for 
evidence  of  rats.  Precautionary  measures  such  as  rat  guards 
on  mooring  ropes,  trapping  and  baiting,  are  carried  out  whesn 
necessary. 


Twonty-t’wo  Deratisation  Certificates  were  found  to 
have  expired,  and  in  ten  instances  no  action  v;as  taicon  as  the 
vessels  were  proceeding  to  another  home  Port  for  dry-dockiag 
and  overhaul.  Twelve  Certificates  w'-ore  issued  by  your 
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Authorit3^  -  Git-jAt  ^xonx^tions  and  foiir  Dorat isations .  Tho 
four  lattor  vgssoIs  \roTQ  fur.iix;atGd  i/itli  hydrocyanic  acid 
X.SS,  and  SGvon,  thirty-tliroo ,  f if ty-f our ,  ono-hundrcd  and 
GVvGnt^/’-cnG  rats  v/oro  killed  on  t/io  rosxoGctivG  ships. 

Periodical  tra^Dpiny  and  ’baitin';  has  been  carried 
out  on  the  Dock  and  Earbour,  and  also  on  the  broala/ator 
oxtonsion. 


Hygiene  of  crovy^  s_ 

Vessels  entering  the  Port  are  reyularly  inspected 
and  defects  or  other  conditions  prejudicial  to  health  are 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Easters  for  remediable  action. 
During  the  year  the  Committee ^s  attention  v/as  dravm  to  the 
unsatisfactory  standard  of  crev/’s  accommodation,  and  a  com¬ 
munication  v/as  forwarded  to  the  Association  of  Port  Eealth 
Authorities  of  the  British  Isles.  The  standard  of  accommo¬ 
dation  and  cleanliness  on  many  British  vessels,  particularly 
of  the  coasting  t^ype^  leave  much  to  be  desired.  During  past 
years  much  legislation  has  been  introduced  for  the  health, 
comfort  and  welfare  of  the  shore  cormiunity  in  the  form  of 
Eousing,  Pu.blic  Health,  Sliops  and  Factories  Acts,  but  nothing 
for  the  seamen.  Foreign  vessels  (especially  Scandanavian) 
compare  much  more  favourably  than  our  mm,  and  it  is  still 
common  to  find  seamen  having  to  eat,  sleep,  wash  and  dry  v/et 
clothes  in  the  same  compartment i  The  Association  of  Port 
Health  Authorities  are  very  much  alive  to  the  unsat isf act 013^ 
conditions  prevailing,  and  1  am  sure  everx^one  v/ould  welcome 
the  early  introduction  of  compulsory  legislation  for  vessels 
to  be  provided  v/ith  proper  mess-rooms,  bath-rooms  with  hot  and 
cold  water,  separate  sleeping  rooms  v.dth  locker  accommodation, 
clothes  drxT-ing  rooms,  etc. 

During  the  year  thirty-eight  vessels  were  found  to 
b'B  verminous  and  disinfestation  vrork  was  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Banitarj’  Insx)ector. 
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Classification  of  Nuisances 
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The  carcases  of  tv/o  porpoises  v/ere  renoved  from 
uhe  foreshore  during  the  year. 

Ill  conclusion  I  v/ish  to  record  my  appreciation 
to  H.M,  Custoras  Officers  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their 
willing  co-operation;  and  also  to  Nr.  Hopkins,  Pastor  to  the 
Seamen^ s  Institute,  who  has  willingly  placed  the  Institute  at 
the  disposal  of  several  crev\rs  having  to  spend  the  night  ashore 
whilst  vessels  v/ere  being  fumigated. 


I  an.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant 


ROBERT  Vf.  NACHiERSON,  M.D.,  D.P.E 
Officer  to  the  Author ity 
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